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Notes from Jesse

Greetings! Warmer weather isjust around the corner, | hope! This has been the winter that will never
end. We have had a couple of warm days; | hope that wasn’t our summer!

Things are till alittle low in the building industry, but | anticipate it should start to pick up soon. We
are only seeing price increases in metal products and petroleum based products. With interest rates where
they are, other costs holding steady and a growing economy (although alittle slow), it’ s still agood time
to build. At least we haven't seen 50% or more increases like some other sectors have seen. Some
suppliers and subcontractors have stayed with 2007 pricing, like Andersen Windows!

We had an excellent Tour of Homes! The community showed great support and | want to thank everyone
who stopped by and gave us feedback. For those of you who didn’'t get a chance to stop by we now have

featured home page. | need to also thank Wize Dezigns out of Hudson for doing afabulous job on our
website.

Please review our current promotions, the energy tax credit won’t be around forever, it isonly good
through the end of this year unless the Federal Government renews it. Remember we have promotions for
those of you who are building and those of you who are not building but may know someone who is.

Thismonth | will be attending a Green Building seminar in Hudson. J& A Custom Homes, Inc. will be
the Green Builder in the Osceolaarea. Watch for more details to follow in upcoming newsl etters.

Until next time,

Jesse Smith
Owner


http://www.jandacustomhomes.com
http://www.jandacustomhomes.com

Lots& More

o= Timber Ridge
235" Street, Dresser, Wl 54009
e Lot 11; $28,900

1.01 Acre
- Silver Ridge
Garfield Street, Dresser, WI 54009
e Lot 27: $29,900 © 2007 Model Home
93x 157 x50x 173 $236,000
286 241% Street, Osceola, WI 54020
e 1233 finished sq. ft.
e Lot 3 Farmington Hills—2.03 acres
= Farmington Hills e 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, 3 car garage
e Lot 1 $34,900 e Hardwood floors in kitchen, dining room
2.01 Acres living room. Carpet in the hallway and
e Lot4: $49,900 bedrooms. Tilein the bathrooms.
2.16 Acres e Cherry cabinets and solid oak craftsman

style doors and trim

Call for a brochure!

Rental | nformation

J& A is proud to announce that we have rental At thistime, al units are rented. We will have units
property. open thisfall.

We built a4-plex in the Village of Osceola. Each  If you would like more information, please feel free
unit has 2 bedrooms and 1 bath. to giveusacall @ 715-755-4856 or send an email to
Info@jandacustomhomes.com

2008 Referral Program

Receive His & Her Gift Certificates
For referring someone to J& A Custom Homes
When they build their new home
Hereiswhat you do: call uswith their name and address and we' [l send out our information packet;
when they sign a construction agreement to build with J& A Custom Homes, we will send you your

gift. The other option isto have them contact us, but you still need to let us know you referred them to
claim your gift. Pretty simple!




Tidbits
I ns and Outs of 2008

FromMSN

Colors and Accents
OUT — Dark chocolate, pink, yellow, gold, black & white and candy colors. Plastic anything. Ornate, frilly and
frivolous furnishings. Big, bold floral patterns.

IN — Decorators take cues from clathing designers when forecasting the next season's hippest hues, so it's ho
surprise that metallics, neutrals and deeper-toned natural shades are dominating today's pal ette. Heather, charcoal,
sage, cream, cobalt and aqua get the nod for playing well with others. This year's heavy metals lean toward matte
black or chrome. (Antiqued bronze and copper are definitely heading for the attic.) There's awhiff of the '80sin the
air, with plums, berry, cabernet and even hot tangerine providing splashy accents against softer neutrals. Decorative
objects go au naturel with an emphasis on unglazed clay, clear glass and flat-finished woods. And tuck your
treasured tchotchkes (trinkets, knickknacks) away. The prevailing trend is toward a simple, cool, restful and

uncluttered look.

Clay Vase with Rattan Rim Metallic Beadwork Accent Pillow 20x20

Kitchen
OUT —Dark wood cabinets, black granite countertops, slate and tile floors.

IN —The fern bar ook in the kitchen has finally gone the way of, well, the fern bar. The doyens of décor have
declared, "Let there be light." White cabinetry with silver or matte black pulls and hardware is making a strong
comeback, skylights brighten and open the room and countertops, while still often in granite, are showing up in
variety of tones from gray and gray-green to rose. The central island remains as a combination work and
entertaining zone, but ook for new elements that reflect the multipurpose functions of today’ s kitchen — an under-
counter TV (or one built into the door of the fridge), a computer station or an easy chair in the corner and a wrought
iron wine rack on the wall. Chrome, stainless steel and brushed metal are the finishes of choice for appliances.
Practical features like motion-activated, hands-free faucets and a fixture above the stove for filling pots are
increasingly common and today's home chef is more likely to be standing on a hardwood floor.
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Cuisinart Black Chrome SmartPower Century Hardware Kentwood Pull
7-Speed Electronic Blender Vintage Silver Finish

Bath
OUT —Fruit-colored tiles, laminated countertops, overhead lighting, fiberglass shower/tubs, toilet cozies,
wallpaper and whimsical shower curtains.

IN —If the kitchen is dedicated to function and efficiency, the bath isitsindolent, sybaritic sibling. Over the past
two decades, the sheer size of the bath in American homes has metastasized, with many master baths now large
enough to comfortably accommodate and entertain your friends. And their friends. Once again, the look is natural,



with muted earth tones, lots of wood, stone and classic tiles. Fixtures often echo those of the early to middle of the
last century. In fact, you're aslikely to find an updated version of the deep claw foot tub as you would a Jacuzzi.
Lighting should be soft (preferably on dimmers) and indirect (except at mirror level). Little luxuries like Egyptian
cotton bath sheets, heated towel racks, and multiple shower heads add to the overall spa-ification of what none dare
just call "the bathroom™" anymore.

Heated Towel Stand
Free Standing Towel Rack Black Louvered Hamper Bench

Furniture
OUT —Upholstery patterns — especially big florals, geometrics and wide stripes.

IN —Aside from the trend toward neutral solid-colored shades or tight patterns in upholstery, furniture styles range
more widely than they have in years past. Mission and Arts & Crafts designs remain popular, as do Art Nouveau
and Modern, but lately there's been asignificant uptick in Mid-Century retro designs. Many designers encourage an
eclectic approach, combining different stylesin the same setting. In fact, over- coordination, in both color scheme
and era can make aroom banal and sterile. Be creative and choose furniture for its shape, with an eye for the way it
relates to the other pi_gces in the room.
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Country Squire 2 pc China Set Double-Ring Bar Stool

Wallsand Floors
OUT —Wallpaper, wallpaper borders, darker paint shades, wall-to-wall carpeting and composition flooring.

IN —Hardwood floors are still akey selling point in homes old and new, with tiles and stone for the bath. Wall
colors are light, warm colors trimmed with whites or natural wood. Grasscloth has become an increasingly popular
way to add texture to aroom on an accent wall and bamboo and sisal mats offer attractive, eco-friendly optionsto
consider for floors. With the trend toward neutral shades, a colorful arearug can help make aroom pop, whether it's
an antique oriental, handcrafted artisan wool or modern geometric. It's more important that the colorsin arug arein
the same family as key elementsin aroom than that they match perfectly. Therevival of Mid-Century designs has
even marked the return of the deep-pile shag arearug (albeit more often in white than mint green).

Grasscloth Wallpaper Gold Star Medallion Area Rugs - Black



J & A In the News

J & A Custom Homes, Inc.Helps First Graders
understand theimportance of trees

It all started in Nebraska in the 1800s. J. Sterling Morton got us started with
Arbor Day. Having moved to Nebraska from Detroit he and his wife filled their bare
yard with trees, shrubs, and flowers.

As a journalist and then edr for the first newspaper in Nebraska, Morton spread the word on agriculture
and shared his love for trees. He taught the people about how important trees were. They were a natural windbrea
to keep soil in place; they were a good fuel and buildingrizitsource and a great place to get away from the
blazing sun.

The first Arbor Day occurred on April £0.872. Prizes were given to the counties and individuals for
properly planting the greatest number of trees-ifkll more then one million treagere planted on that day.

During the 1870s other states adopted to celebrate Arbor Day and the tradition began in schools nationwide in
1882.

Jesse Smith along with J&A Custom Homes continues to carry out this tradition. For the last few years,
Jesse hmhelped Osceola First Graders understand how important trees are, not just to people, but to animals and
the environment as well. The students watched a brief video that was produced by the National Association of
Home Builders. In this video, studefgarn some interesting facts relating to new home construction, wild animals
and forest management. After watching and learning about trees, there is a short Q & A session with the students.
Once this is done each student is given their owh"Colorado Blue Sprucdree to plant with their

parents/guardians.




