
Seasons Greetings!!!  It is that time of year again.  It looks like the cold weather is here to 

stay; the only thing that is missing is snow on the ground. 

I hope all is well with you and your family.  I know there are a lot of uncertainties in the econ-

omy and now they are saying we are in a recession.  We need to stay positive; things will get 

better.  With the elections behind us and a new year just around the corner, it is a little easier 

to do. 

Things are still a little slow in the building industry but believe it or not it is a good time to 

buy, build or remodel.  If you have a stable job and can afford it, there are some good deals 

out there to be had.  We have seen some movement out there and now have an accepted offer 

on our model home.  As I mentioned in the last newsletter, we are in the process of building 

another 4-plex that should be ready shortly after the first of the year.  If you know of anyone 

who may be looking for a place to rent, please, don’t hesitate to give them our name. 

The St. Croix Valley Home Builders Association will again be having its annual Tour of 

Homes which will start in February 2009 and its annual Home Show which will take place on 

March 14th and 15th in Hudson.  I encourage you to get out and take in these two great events; 

they showcase local top notch professional companies associated with the building industry. 

You will also notice that Erin has given our newsletter a NEW look!  It should be a little eas-

ier to read and looks much cleaner.  Thank you Erin, she does a great job for us.  Let her 

know what you think about the layout, she can be reached at info@jandacustomhomes.com. 

Take time to remember our brave young men and women who are serving this great country 

we live in and call home. 

Happy Holidays, 

Jesse Smith 
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L O T S  &  M O R EL O T S  &  M O R E   

Timber Ridge 

♦  235th Street,  Dresser, WI  54009 

Lot 11:  $28,900 

  1.01 Acre 

Silver Ridge 

♦  Garfield Street,  Dresser, WI  54009 

Lot 27:  $29,900 

  93 x 157 x 50 x 173 

Farmington Hills 

♦  241st Street,  Osceola, WI  54020 

Lot 1:  $44,900 

  2.01 Acres 

Lot 4:  $49,900 

  2.16 Acres 
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Call for a brochure!  

2007 Model 

Home Accepted Offer 

J&A Custom Homes, Inc. 
2388 State Road 35 - Ste. 4 
P.O. Box 73 
Osceola, WI  54020 

 I N F O R M A T I O N  

Phone: 715-755-4856 
Fax: 715-755-3262 
E-mail: info@jandacustomhomes.com 
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J&A is proud to announce that we will have rental property available around February. 

We are in the process of building another 4-plex in the Village of Osceola. 

Each unit will have 2 bedrooms and 1 bath. 

 

Weôll have an upper unit in the Delmar 4-Plex open in January 
 

If you would like more information, please feel free to give us a call @ 715-755-4856  

or send an email to info@jandacustomhomes.com  
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Receive His & Her Gift Certificates  

For referring someone to J&A Custom Homes 

when they build their new home 
 

Here is what you do:  call us with their name and address and we’ll send out our information 

packet; when they sign a construction agreement to build with J & A Custom Homes, we will 

send you your gift.   
 

The other option is to have them contact us, but you still need to let us know  

you referred them to claim your gift.   
 

Pretty simple!  

Receive 

$500 in Gift 

Cards for a 

Referral! 
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Delmar 4-Plex 

ñYOUR PREMIER WESTERN WISCONSIN HOME BUILDERò 

C U R R E N T  B U I L D I N G  P R OC U R R E N T  B U I L D I N G  P R O M O T I O N SM O T I O N S   

3 Great Reasons to Build with J&A 
$3500 in Appliances, Free Upgrades, or Cash Back 

Earn up to a $2000 Tax Credit with your Certified Energy Star Home 
J&A will pay the certification fee 

$250 Gift Certificate to Anderson Furniture  

mailto:info@jandacustomhomes.com


T I D B I T ST I D B I T S   
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Whatôs Your Type? 
 

Take this simple quiz to find out.  Select the answer 

which comes closest to the truth. 

 

1. The whole family is coming to your house for 

Thanksgiving dinner.  Would you - 

A.  work for days on a traditional feast with three  

kinds of dressing, two kinds of pie, 

       and all the best silver and crystal? 

B. serve a wonderful buffet dinner with some 

       original touches, using stainless and gay 

       pottery for the children? 

C.  take everybody out to dinner? 

 

2. When you entertain, do you prefer - 

A.  Small, elegant sit-down dinners? 

B.  Outdoor picnics and cookouts? 

C. Midnight suppers and Sunday brunches? 

 

3. Your ideal floral centerpiece is - 

A. red roses in a crystal bowl? 

B. bright zinnias in a pottery pitcher? 

C. a single perfect chrysanthemum in a stark 

     Japanese arrangement? 

 

 

 

 

4. Would you rather be able to— 

A. do lovely pettipoint? 

B.  Run a Cub Scout pack? 

C.  Study yoga? 

 

5. You have an unexpected free afternoon.  Would 

you - 

A. take a nap 

B. visit a friend 

C. take in a foreign movie 

 

6. You would love to be able to cook - 

A. a perfect soufflé? 

B. a perfect bourguignon? 

C. a perfect tempura 

 

7. You are entertaining a small group of good friends. 

     Would you wear— 

A. a long velvet skirt? 

B. bright slacks and a dressy shirt 

C. Pucci-print culottes 

A majority of “A” answers indicates a love for the traditional.  You area perfectionist in small matters:  you have never set a 

table with tarnished silver or clouded crystal.  You believe that a woman’s first duty is to be beautiful, gracious and charming;  

you appreciate the admiration of your friends and family, and take care to merit their praise.  You are meticulous homemaker. 

You are at your best in a formal, traditional setting, with polished woods, classic lines, beauti-

ful colors and fine fabrics. 

A majority of “B” answers puts you in the casual category.  You value people more than pos-

sessions; you have a wonderful ability to entertain easily and on short notice;  you love drop-in 

company, and keep an emergency shelf in the pantry for   company snacks.  You are well or-

ganized, and able to get essential chores done early in the day.  You love the out-of-doors, en-

joy sports and gardening.  If you live in the country, you drive a station wagon.  You are calm 

about demands of youngsters, pets, and family. 

You love the feeling of Early American furniture, or country French, with their warm, well-

rubbed wood tones.  Since you are completely straightforward in everything you do, you search out genuine Colonial an-

tiques, refuse to settle for reproductions,  You prefer clear, bright colors, textured materials. 

A majority of “C” answers brands you a thorough-going contemporary, with little patience for time-taking frills.  Yours is a 

streamlined point of view; you are proud of your reputation for originality, and your flair shows in everything you do.  You 

admire those who have achieved recognition in the arts or the theater, and might even have studied in the area yourself.  You 

have great compassion for those less fortunate, and perhaps are involved in social work of some description. 

You appreciate the uncluttered effect, the superb craftsmanship and the new materials which are used in contemporary       

furniture.  You shun the gimmicky, but appreciate design originality.  Your taste, though often unconventional, is always sure. 



Pick your Period 
Now that you know where you are, at heart, a traditional, casual or contemporary sort of person, you can go ahead and plan the set-

ting which will best reflect your taste.  Within the three broad categories are many smaller groupings—for example, both French 

and English furniture may be classified under traditional;  Early American, French Provincial and Mediterranean are all expressive 

of homey, less formal look;  contemporary styling might take the form of sleekly designed natural woods in the Danish manner or 

employ the new plastics and architectural materials. 
 

It’s unlikely that you will find complete satisfaction within the limitations of a single decorating style—most traditionalists have a 

sub-sttreak of casual or contemporary;  most modernists have some regard for classics.  Trust your taste and blend pieces of different 

ancestry harmoniously. 

 

Frrench Traditional 

French Furniture was a direct reflection of the men who ruled France.  The heavy opulence of the court of Louis XIV (late 17th 

Century) produced heavy, opulent furniture, now suitable mainly as accent pieces.  Louis XV brought about a feminine influence 

with elegant brocades, silks, and damasks in softly glowing shades; elegant touches of gold; and furniture with curved and graceful 

lines and delicate ornamentation.  Following Louis XV (early-to-middle 18th Century) came Louis XVI, and the furniture style of 

that period reflected a return to classic Greek and Roman simplicity.  Curves yielded to straight lines.  Then Napoleon Bonaparte 

moved onto the scene with his preference for heavier furniture, military and Egyptian motifs, and his own initial carved, woven, or 

painted onto furnishings. 

 

English Traditional 

The very words makes us thing of dark, highly polished woods, gleaming silver, graceful but enduring furniture, room-size carpet-

ing, lovely floral prints and hunting scenes. 
 

The furniture of this period is representative of a great ear in English history, ranging from the early 18th through the early 19th 

Century.  Among the outstanding styles are the gentle Queen Anne, the Oriental motifs and claw-and-ball foot designs of Thomas 

Chippendale, the classic shields and medallions of George Hepplewhite, and the inlays and lovely woods used by Thomas Sheraton. 
 

Later on, furniture craftsman in the New World were inspired by these great designers and produced their own versions of the 

styles—American Sheraton, American Hepplewhite, etc., now an important part of our design heritage. 

 

Early American 

Almost everyone loves the homey, casual feeling of Early American.  There’s wonderful warmth in the colorful contemporary 

prints, the braided rugs, the warm wood tones and the motifs of eagles and clipper ships which are such a proud and important part 

of our national heritage. 
 

While English furniture is elaborately made of fine woods such as mahogany, Colonial furniture is simplified both in technique and 

materials.  The early colonists had to build much of their own furniture, using native woods such as pine and maple.  They had nei-

ther the time nor the skill to elaborate on a basic functional design.  Cottons were substituted for silks, American motifs for English 

roses, cottage-size furnishings for castle-size.  It evolved largely through necessity, but the simplicity and honesty of Early Ameri-

can has made it today’s most popular style. 

 

Contemporary 

Contemporary decorating places straight furniture lines against white walls, uses bold accents, eliminates clutter, admires function.  

Sometimes Contemporary is frankly experimental, using architectural or industrial materials which are new to the home scene, such 

as plastics, vinyls and metals.  It uses new sculptured shapes; it puts great emphasis on the interrelation of form and function—the 

future’s decorating philosophy. 
 

There are many degrees of Contemporary, ranging from tasteful understatement to all-out experiment, which can be very extreme in 

the hands of the design Purists.  However, the design that is most way-out may, in time, mellow and mature to takes its place in 

“traditional” American homes.  Contemporary design, moderately interpreted, adapts beautifully to modern living.  

    D E S I G N  T I M ED E S I G N  T I M E   

Visit us at 

jandacustomhomes.com 

DESIGNS by ERIN 
Erin Fritsche 

2253 60TH Avenue 

Osceola, WI  54020 

715-497-0222 


